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SUBJECT: NEWSWEEK PROBLEM IN SINGAPORE 
REF: A. SINGAPORE 4655; B. STATE 254094 

1. CHINESE LANGUAGE NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED NOVEMBER 20 
FIRST STORIES IN LOCAL PRESS ON CONTEMPT PROCEEDINGS 
AGAINST NEWSWEEK STRINGER PANG CHENG LIAN AND TWO 
LOCAL DISTRIBUTORS. ACCORDING TO NANYANG SIANG PAU, 

THE SINGAPORE HIGH COURT HAS SERVED A SUMMONS ON THE 
DEFENDENTS ON CHARGES OF CONTEMPT OF COURT AND WILL 
HEAR THE CASE ON NOVEMBER 29. STORIES BRIEFLY RECAPPED 
WORKERS'S PARTY LIBEL SUIT AND CITED NEWSWEEK ARTICLE 
ENTITLED "SELECTIVE JUSTICE" CRITICIZING COURT DECISION. 

SIN CHEW JIT POH ACCOUNT WAS VIRTUALLY THE SAME, BUT 
REPORTED MISS PANG HAD CONFIRMED TO A AFP REPORTER THAT 
SHE HAD RECEIVED THE SUMMONS BUT THAT HER LAWYER HAD 
ADVISED HER TO EXPRESS NO OPINION TO THE PRESS. 

STRAITS TIMES DID NOT CARRY STORY. 

2. EDITOR OF NEW NATION, DAVID KRALL, CONFIRMED TO USIS 
THAT THREE DEFENDANTS WILL APPEAR IN COURT NOVEMBER 29. 

TX UOAID SUMMONS WAS VERY STIFF AND MENTIONED ONLY THE 
POSSIBILITY OF A JAIL SENTENCE RATHER THAN A FINE. HE 
EXPECTED THAT RESULT OF THE HEARING ON THE SUMMONS WOULD 

BE THAT THE THREE DEFENDANTS WOULD BE FORMALLY CHARGED WITH 
CONTEMPT. HE SAID PANG HAD REQUESTED NEWSWEEK TO SEND 
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THE ARTICLE. ALL THREE DEFENDANTS HAVE THEIR OWN 

LAWYERS AND NEWSEEK WUTJ BE PAYING COSTS OF LEGAL ASSISTANCE. 

GRANT 
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